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Europe Explodes Into War 

 



A. Archduke Franz Ferdinand & wife killed in Sarajevo 
by Gavrilo Princip, member of the “Black Hand”  

I. Assassination- June 28, 1914  

Emperor Franz Josef 

(Austria-Hungary) Archduke Franz Ferdinand and wife Sofia 
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1. Black Hand hoped 

to unite Bosnia w/ 

Serbia to create a 

“Greater Serbia” 
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II. Assassination’s Aftermath 
A. A-H advised by GER to issue Serbia severe 

ultimatum: 

      1. Meet 3 specific demands OR we invade 
 

Kaiser Wilhelm II  

of GER 
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B. Serbia didn’t meet all demands & A-H declares war 

on July 28, 1914 officially starting WWI!!! 
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III. M.A.I.N. Causes of WWI 
A. MILITARISM- Many nations in EUR had been expanding 

their militaries for protection and “might” 

Great 

Britain 

France Russia Germany Austria-

Hungary 

Ottoman 

Empire 

Size of 

Army 

711,000 3,500,000 4,423,000 8,500,000 3,000,000 360,000 



III. M.A.I.N. Causes of WWI (cont) 

B. ALLIANCE SYSTEMS- EUR was already divided into 2    

opposing sides: Triple Entente vs. Triple Alliance 
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  1. Alliances dangerous?  

RUS, FRA, GBR GER, A-H, ITA 

RUS FRA GBR GER A-H ITA 

             Yes, a conflict between 2 

countries could quickly escalate into a larger war 

(ex. A-H vs. Serbia) 



III. M.A.I.N. Causes of WWI (cont) 

B. ALLIANCE SYSTEMS- EUR was already divided into 2 

opposing sides: Triple Entente vs. Triple Alliance 

 

 

  1. Alliances dangerous? Yes, a conflict between 2 

 countries could quickly escalate into a larger war  
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III. M.A.I.N. Causes of WWI (cont) 

C. IMPERIALISM- Competition to gain overseas territories 

created jealousy and rivalry amongst EUR powers 

     1. Many envious of GBR’s large empire, especially GER 

German Colonies 

British Colonies 



III. M.A.I.N. Causes of WWI (cont) 

D. NATIONALISM- “Strong pride & devotion to one’s nation” 

 1. Some nations wanted to regain lost lands  

  ex: FRA regaining Alsace-Lorraine from GER 

France, 1848 France, 1914 



III. M.A.I.N. Causes of WWI (cont) 

D. NATIONALISM- “Strong pride & devotion to one’s nation” 

 1. Some nations wanted to regain lost lands or get more 

  ex: FRA regaining Alsace-Lorraine from GER 

  2. Various ethnic grps. wanted to break away & form their 

own independent nations 

  ex: Bosnia in A-H joining w/ Serbia to create a “Greater 

 Serbia” 
Ethnic Groups w/in A-H 



1. Militarism 

2. Alliance 

Systems 

3. Imperialism 

4. Nationalism 

Assassination  

of Archduke 

Ferdinand 

In 1914 Europe was like a bomb ready to 

explode because of 4 M.A.I.N. reasons…  

…it just needed a spark to ignite! 


